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Belt  Buckle 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


March  13,  1973 


hear  Mr.  Oiuustan: 

Today  I  received  the  Lincoln  Uelt  Buckle.     I  am  dclinhted  with 
it  and  it  will  be  placed  in  our  nedallic  Lincolniana  exhibit.  Please 
find  enclosed  a  check  for  ."^lo.lo. 

Yon  stated  tliat  you  ivill  help  ne  acq',»ire  one  for  ny  personal 
collection.    Just  as  soon  as  one  \^  available  I  will  send  you  ny  personal 

ciieck  in  ailvance. 

This  oucklfi  r.iust  andouijtcdly  bo  a  reprochiction,  however,  it 
has  all  ti\e  ear-ntarks  of  beinp;  an  ori  iinal  iteu.     As  stated  before  1  have 
never  i*ead  about  the  buckle  in  any  newspaper  or  inafcaziae  and  I  have 
never  !;ao\^j\  of  one  beinp,  offered  for  sale.     I  an  ''.rateful  to  you  for 
making  it  ])05sible  for  mo  to  acquire  one  for  our  collection  and  I  do 
hope  you  can.  find  one  for  me  personally. 

You  stated  that  you  were  interested  in  knowinp.  nore  about  trie 
genealoyy  of  Abrahari  Lincoln  with  the  hope  that  you  might  trace  your 
relationship  to  that  fanily.     Tliat  is  difficult  to  do  as  there  are  so  many 
collateral  lines.     However,  I  an  sojulinf,  you  under  separate  cover  some 
charts  and  geneological  data  about  the  Lincoln  family, 

I  note  fron  your  letter  that  you  are  interested  in  Lincoln 
political  m(jpiorabilia,  cannaign  battens  and  etc.     Such  naterial  has  sky- 
rocketed in  price  and  when  I  do  see  sonething  along  tliis  line  for  sale 
the  cost  is  outrageous.     However,  I  will  keep  you  in  mind  if  something 
turns  up. 

Sincerely  yours. 


4. 


RGM/jb 


l;n  closure 


-UrU-'C^-^  ^^^^ 


R,  Gerald  McMurtry 


25  Feb.  1973 

Dear  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

I  am  happy  to  present  you  with  the  belt  buckle 
we  had  discussed  last  summer.    At  that  time  you  stated 
that  there  were  no  historical  references  to  its  Droduction, 
sadly  enough.    In  any  rate,  I'd  be  interested  in  any 
information  you  misht  come  across  dealing  with  the 
buckle's  origin. 

Secondly,  throughout  the  years  in  my  family,  I 
have  alwaysbbeen  told,  seriously,  that  I  was  honestly 
related  to  the  Abe  Lincoln.    I  researched  on  my  o\m 
through  our  sketchy  family  trees  and  found  nothing  to 
support  this  fact.    Consequently,  if  you  can  xerox  Abe's 
family  tree  and  any  trees  that  are  up  to  date,  I  would 
greatly  appreciate  the  effort.    However,  if  there  would 
be  a  research  fee  that  might  exceed  ten  dollars,  please 
contact  me  before  beginning. 

Thirdly,  I  had  questioned  you  about  the  whereabouts 
of  Lincoln  memorabilia,  campaign  buttons,  etc.,  that  you 
might  run  across  that  might  be  under  25  dollars,  and  you 
said  campaign  buttons  go  for  75  dollars 1    Well,  if  you 
do  come  across  something  of  value  that's  around  my 
price  range,  please  inform  m.e  by  mail,  or  give  my 
mother  in  law,  Lorene  Leiter  on  Bahama  Lane (7^9-8106) a  call 


and  she  can  relay  the  information, 

I  certainly  hope  these  two  requests  aren't  too  demanding 
on  your  time.    If  they  are,  disregard  them  completely. 

I  was  delighted  to  have  the  belt  buckle  finally 
appear  in  the  Patterson's  Antique  Store.    If  you  find 
you'd  like  to  own  one  yourself,  I  could  have  the  dealers 
put  one  aside  for  me  to  send  to  you  later. 


Since re r 


Funeral  Belt  Buckle  (Reproduction)  Curios  &  Relics 

Gold  Colored:    3  7/8"  x  2  3/^"  ^^-y/^^^ 

Obverse:     (Scene  with  profile  of  Lincoln  facing  right)/ 
In  Memory  Of  Our  Dear  President/ 

Reverse:      The  Official  Funeral/Plate  No.  /issued 
To  All  United/states  Congressmen/Washington 
D.  C./Made  From  Captured/ Heavy  Confederate 
Guns/Designed  By  William  R.  Leich/Made  By 
W.  H.  Horstmann/Official  Design/Approved 
By/Mrs.  A.  Lincoln/  /^^  J.j^ _ 

Purchased  from  Mr.  Jack  Dunstan,  flHflBHlMMHB|> 

Saratoga,  California    95039-  ^/^/'i  X 

3-12-73  Price    $  12. 50 


-or-  a.  hoax  is  a 

by  J.  Duncan 

The  amazing  story  of  fake  Western  (and  other)  belt 
buckles  has  no  known  parallel  from  the  past.  It  is 
so  incredible  no  one  would  believe  such  a  hoax 
could  succeed: — but  succeed  it  did  and  its  sad  effects  are 
still  being  felt.  If  a  committee  of  experts  had  sat  down 
t  -  plan  such  a  scheme,  they  would  likely  have  given  it 
up  at  once  as  breaking  all  laws  of  credibility  and  ex- 
ceeding the  limits  of  even  a  collector's  gullibility.  No 
con^mittee  met,  however,  so  the  fraud  was  created  and 
grew  like  the  fictional  Topsy.  The  ensuing  harvest  of 
dollars  to  the  manufacturers  has  kept  the  bad  buckle 
business  thriving  and  a  constant  plague  upon  the  an- 
tiques market. 

These  new  belt  buckles  purporting  to  be  from  the 
Old  West  of  1869-1900  simply  did  not  exist  during  that 

The  authenticity  of  this  buckle  is  quite 
impossible  since  there  never  was  a  Union  and 
Central  Pacific  Railroad  Line. 


60 


hoax  is  a  hoax  ■ 

Campbell 

period.  They  were  not  made  and  they  were  not  worn. 
The  first  of  these  "discovered"  buckles  surfaced 
sometime  after  1965.  We  can't  call  them  reproduc- 
tions since  they  do  not  copy  anything.  The  designs  or- 
namenting these  brass  buckles  come  from  altered  mili- 
tary buckle  patterns  of  years  ago,  from  old  Wells  Fargo 
printed  materials,  from  Currier  and  Ives  prints  or  other 
period  illustrations,  or  from  the  fertile  imaginations  of 
modem  designers.  The  very  sources  used  for  their  cre- 
ation sometimes  prove  they  are  fakes.  One  example: 
The  belt  buckle  for  the  Union  &  Central  Pacific 
Railroad  Line  is  an  impossibility.  Two  distinctl}  dif- 
ferent, but  adjoining  railroads,  the  Union  Pacific  and 
the  Central  Pacific,  published  a  joint  timetable  for  con- 
necting trains.  The  fake  buckle  designer  apparently 
used  this  printed  timetable  cover  as  his  guide,  er- 
roneously thinking  it  was  only  one  railroad  company! 

To  market  successfully  something  "old"  that 
never  existed  is  quite  a  feat;  but  that  was  only  the 
beginning.  Although  most  of  these  modern  belt  buckles 
are  stamped  on  their  backs  with  the  names  of  American 
companies  alleged  to  have  been  the  manufacturers, 
which  is  false,  there  must  have  been  some  growing 
doubt  about  their  authenticity  somewhere,  because  step 
two  in  the  monstrous  fraud  came  in  the  form  of  an 
impressive,  hard-bound,  ninety-page  book.  Tiffany  and 

Early  American  Life 


-  'i!\loni  H.xpicss  and  Exhibition  Belt  Plates,  by  Percy 
jiilvrt.  No  one  saw  this  book  unlil  1971  or  1972 
(slt  jiigo.  since  it  lists  its  copyright  as  1950)  wlicn  it  was 
advertised  lor  as  high  as  forty  dollars  a  copy. 

A  photograph  in  the  book  shows  the  author  as  a  man 
past  60,  and  the  text  notes  that  he  has  collected  old 
Western  belt  buckles  "since  he  was  a  boy  of  four- 
teen." The  title  page  indicates  the  book  was  printed 
•  by  Rceses  Press  Baltimore  2.  We  learn  that  the  publish- 
er is  Joel  &  Aronoff  of  jNcw  York  City  and  the  copy- 
right date  is  1950.  Very  impressive. 

Investigation  of  the  book  in  1973  revealed  that: 
Percy  Scibert  did  not  write  it  (he  died  in  1971,  leaving 
a  daughter  and  two  adult  granddaughters);  he  did  not 
collect  belt  buckles  of  any  kind;  there  isn't  now,  and 
there  wasn't  in  1950,  a  Reeses  Press  in  Baltimore; 
Joel  &  Aronoff  did  not  publish  it;  and  no  copyright  was 
issued  for  this  book  at  any  time  between  1946  and 
1971. 

This  book  must  have  set  some  kind  of  record.  For 
the  first  time  in  American  antiques  collecting,  after 
spurious  products  have  been  sold  for  several  years,  an 
equally  spurious  book  on  the  subject  comes  on  the 
HKukct  to  support  the  initial  fraud. 

Not  everybody  was  fooled  when  these  modern  belt 
buckles  appeared  less  than  eight  years  ago.  At  least  a 
dozen  men  in  this  country,  all  experienced  collectors  of 
militar)-  buckles  and  artifacts  or  western  Americana, 
arc  well  qualified  by  their  experience  to  evaluate  these 
buckles.  They  recognized  them  as  fakes,  but  twelve  men 
could  not  c(^pc  with  the  problem  as  the  belt  buckles 
hc<i.in  to  flood  the  country.  When  the  trickle  began,  the 
buckles  commanded  as  much  as  fifty  to  one  hundred 
dollars  each.  Even  today,  in  remote  places,  unwary 
collectors  are  still  paying  over  twenty-five  dollars  for 
the  shoddiest  examples. 

Contributing  heavily  to  the  problem  of  denouncing 
the  fake  belt  buckles  at  the  very  beginning  was  the  fact 
that  there  was  nothing  in  writing  about  them.  Each  one 
was  literally  sold  on  face  value.  Handsome  in  appear- 
ance, with  the  maker's  name  stamped  into  the  reverse 
side,  and  with  a  bit  of  rapidly  induced  green  oxide  here 
and  there,  it  was  very  easy  for  the  buyer  to  be  fooled. 
And  who  suspects  a  belt  buckle  stamped  "Oftlcial  Sou- 
venir  1892"? 

The  new  belt  buckles  rcllect  a  lack  of  historical 
research  on  the  part  of  their  fakers.  A  buckle 
representing  the  Colorado  State  Penitentiary  is  stamped 
on  the  reverse  side  to  show  E.  Gaylord  &  Co.  (of 
Chicopce,  Mass.)  as  the  maker,  and  with  it  a  patent 
date,  April  18.  1897.  We  know  that  Gaylord  never 
made  any  buckles  like  these,  but  the  outright  lies  go 
twice  beyond  that.  The  Gaylord  Company  went  out  of 
business  in  1889  without  a  successor,  eight  years  before 
the  buckles  were  supposedly  made.  Furthermore,  no 
patent  for  this  (or  other  similar  buckle)  was  issued  in 
■1897. 

•  Although  some  of  these  buckles  are  still  changing 
hands  as  genuine,  scarce  antiques,  the  truth  is  now 


Sellers  of  this  buckle  claimed  it  was 
tnade  in  1897  by  Gaylord — a 
company  that  went  out  of  business 
in  1889. 


This  method  of  brazing  a  movable  wire 
loop  to  the  reverse  side  of  the  plate  was 
not  used  in  the  United  States. 


spreading  rapidly  about  them.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
spurious  book  that  was  to  have  been  the  fakers'  gold- 
en goose  laid  an  egg  that  was  not  gold.  Despite  its 
impressive  appearance,  the  book  provided  a  point  of  at- 
tack to  expose  the  whole  business.  It  was  a  case  of  too 
much  in  writing  instead  of  too  little:  The  book  includes 
plagiarism  from  a  Smithsonian  publication  written 
twelve  years  after  the  book's  alleged  copyright  date  of 
1950,  much  deceitful  misinformation  from  someone's 
sharp  imagination,  and  a  deliberately  faked  illustration 
inserted  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  place  a  modem  belt 
buckle  into  an  1889  catalog. 

The  biggest  error  in  manufacturing  most  of  these  new 
buckles  is  a  technical  one.  The  method  for  attacliing 
the  buckle  to  the  belt  uses  a  large,  movable,  heavy  wire 
loop  on  the  reverse  side.  This  mctiiod  was  not  used  on 
belt  buckles  made  in  the  United  Stales  except  on 
buckles  made  for  military  schools  and  academics  after 
1900.  No  matter  how  elegant  the  buckle  or  how  ext)tic 
the  words  stamped  on  the  back,  if  a  novice  sees  this 
movable  wire  loop  held  in  place  by  a  flat  piece  of  metal 
•brazed  onto  the  buckle  his  suspicions  should  be  great !)■ 


aroused.  There  is  aiiutlicr  valid  test:  Only  in  rare  in- 
stances arc  makers'  names  stamped  on  the  backs  of 
American-made  belt  buckles;  the  new  buckles  flooding 
the  market  often  include  names,  addresses,  patent  dates, 
and  other  such  nonsense.  One  should  be  wary. 

The  source  of  many  of  these  buckles  has  been 
England,  which  in  the  1860's  supplied  some  Confed- 
erate bell  buckles  through  the  Civil  War  blockade. 
During  the  1961  Civil  War  Centennial,  modern  copies 
of  alleged  Confederate  buckles  flowed  in  from  England 
(unhindered  by  blockades)  commanding  prices  close  to 
one  hundred  dollars  each  until  great  suspicion  lowered 
both  prices  and  sales.  Soon  thereafter,  fakes  of  military 
ornaments  illustrated  in  a  Smithsonian  publication  of 
1963  became  available  from  England.  In  1969  the  au- 
thor bought  a  recently  made  belt  buckle  purporting  to 
be  an  1837  militia  plate.  It  was  sold  by  P.  Supplies  Co. 
of  London,  and  my  check  was  endorsed  on  the  back  by 
Mr.  John  R.  Fairchild,  Jr.  In  1973  I  purchased  a  hand- 
some catalog  from  the  Deane  &  Adams  Company  of 
l_ondon,  illustrating  many  types  of  belt  buckles  for 
Wells  Fargo,  Adams  Express,  Coca  Cola,  and  the  like. 
The  catalog  states  that  the  Deane&Adams  Company  is 
"a  member  of  the  Fairchild  Organization." 

After  the  Civil  War  Centennial  ended  in  1965  the 
market  dwindled  to  a  point  where  a  more  permanent 
and  stable  product  became  vitally  necessary  if  the  fake 


The  Coca  Cola  Company  has 
never  used  any  type  of  bell 
buckle  for  an  advertising 
novelty,  nor  commissioned 
one  for  company  use. 


belt  buckle  business  was  to  continue.  The  opening 
words  of  the  fraudulent  book  on  Western  belt  buckles 
indicate  how  the  makers  found  their  choice:  "Nothing 
has  captured  the  American  imagination  more  than  the 
American  West;  names  like  Wells  Fargo,  Adams 
Express,  Union  Pacific,  etc.,  have  a  certain  magic  to 
them." 

Then  came  the  belt  buckle  flood!  The  subject  matter 
portrayed  on  these  new  buckles  has  expanded  consider- 
ably in  the  past  few  years.  The  first,  already  mentioned, 
were  military  buckles  of  the  Confederacy,  followed 
soon  after  by  the  Wells  Fargo,  Adams  Express,  Western 
Union,  railroads,  expositions,  and  prisons,  and  those 
for  firearms  manufacturers  such  as  Colt,  Winchester, 


A  business  envelope  for  Flayderman  &  Co.,  Inc.  supplied  the  design  for  a  fake 
Lincoln  buckle;  every  statement  on  the  reverse  side  is  untrue. 


Iscniington.  The  field  wns  then  widened  to  include 
V-  Kn  Klux  Klan,  Coca  Cola,  a  meat  packing  coni- 
iind  an  unusual  buckle  purporting  to  relate  to 
l'iosid:nt  Abraham  Lincoln.  This  "in  Memory  of  Our 
Dear. -President"  buckle  is  worthy  of  extended  com- 
ment because  it  best  shows  the  lengths  to  which  the 
fakers  will  go  to  sell  a  product. 

For  the  past  several  years,  Norman  Flayderman  of 
•a'cw  Milford,  Connecticut,  a  respected  and  prominent 
book  publisher  and  dealer  in  military  antiques  and 
Western  Americana,  has  used  an  outstanding  old  illus- 
tration on  his  business  envelopes.  Unfortunately  for  Mr. 
Flayderman,  the  design  lends  itself  well  to  making  a 
belt  buckle,  which  is  precisely  what  the  fakers  used  it 
for.  There  is  little  doubt  that  it  is  the  source  for  the 
<;purious  Lincoln  buckle,  since  the  design  is  unchanged 
except  for  the  insertion  of  a  likeness  of  Lincoln  in  the 
center. 

The  face  of  the  buckjejvith  its  "In  Memory  of  Our 
Dear^Enesident"  is  not  nearly  so  offensive  as  the 
reverse  side  where,  stamped  into  the  metal,  is  the  claim 
that  the  design  was  approved  by  Mrs.  A.  Lincoln;  that  it 
was  made  from  captured  Confederate  guns  by  W.  H. 
Horstmann;  and  that  the  design  is  from  the  Official  Fu- 
neral Plate  issued  to  all  United  States  Congressmen, 
Washington,  D.C.  Every  one  of  those  statements  is 
false.  Yet  unsuspecting  collectors  within  the  past  year 
have  paid  outrageous  prices  for  these  buckles,  believing 
them  to  be  scarce  relics  of  a  centruy  ago. 

In  legal  terminology,  fraudulent  representation  is 
complexly  slated.  In  essence,  it  is  a  representation  that 


A  rare  IS39  belt  buckle  for  the  Army  Topographical 
f'.ngineers  (top),  not  publicly  illustrated  before  1963, 
became  the  model  for  the  fake  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  plate. 


An  oval  plate  for  United  States  militia  (left)  was  used  as 
a  guide  in  making  a  crude  fake  (right)  purporting  to 
relate  to  Wells  Fargo. 


a  past  or  present  material  fact  is  true,  made  with  the  in- 
tention of  inducing  someone  to  act  thereon,  although 
the  one  making  such  representation  knows  it  to  be  false. 
If  intent  to  deceive  can  be  proved,  the  one  making  the 
representation  can  be  held  liable  for  damages,  or  it  can 
be  grounds  for  avoiding  a  contract.  Certainly  this  is  true 
with  regard  to  the  words  stamped  into  the  back  of  the 
Lincoln  buckle.  Fraud  was  in-tended;  no  one  went  to  all 
that  trouble  and  expense  just  to  play  a  simple,  harmless 
joke  on  the  purchaser!  And  the  spurious  book  is  liable 
to  legal  attack  from  at  least  five  different  angles. 

No  one  can  predict  what  will  happen  next  in  the 
mad,  mad  world  of  bad  belt  buckles.  Even  as  this  is 
written  new  designs  are  showing  up  at  Ilea  markets,  an- 
tiques shows,  gun  shows,  and  in  advertisements.  One 
collector,  happy  to  have  learned  his  lesson  by  finding 
out  the  truth  before  investing  too  much  money,  sums  it 
up  with  some  sage  advice:  "I  have  had  it  and  1  am 
through — I  will  collect  something  else.  No  more  belt 
buckles  of  any  kind  for  me."  ^^f^ 


J.  Duncan  Campbell,  Director  of  the  William  Peiin  Me- 
morial Museum,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  is  well-known  for  his 
research  and  writing  in  the  field  of  military  history.  He 
is  co-author  of  American  Military  Insignia,  1800-1851 , 
published  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


Architect's  Plans  For  Storage 

S3.50  for  plana,  material  list  &  instruc- 
tions. Size  10'xl2'.  SIdewalls  e'-5".  Door 
width  42".  Windows  (or  needed  venti- 
lation. Loft  storajfo.  48"  high.  Wood  floor 
framing  above  ground,  anchored  for 
wind,  also  cone,  slab  detail.  Plans  are 
completely  detailed  for  the  amateur, 
Includind  full  size  rafter  patterns,  nail 
sizes  &  location.  Ko  special  tools  re- 
quired Send  for  Plan  B1012  to:  C.  E. 

Handloser,  Dept.  EA6.  P.O.  Box  916, 
Traverse  City.  Mich.  49684. 


HURLEY  PATENTEE  LIGHTING 

HANDCRAFTED  AND 
AGED  CHANDELIERS 
LAMPS  SCONCES  RE- 
PLICAS SO  TRUE 
^^^■"'^1  THEY  CARRY  A  LOOK 

r    .      r,  ««     OF  200  YEARS 
S«nd  Sl.OO 

(or  catalog 


I      R.D.  7,  BOX  98A,  KINGSTOS,  N.Y.  H<01 


Sand  25  f  forloldar  to- 
VILLAGE  LANTERN 
D.  R  WiHiami.  Tinsmilh 
Box  8A  Union  St. 
No  Ma-shfield.  Ma.  02059 

617-834-8121 
Custom  ColonitI  Lighting 
HAND  MADE 
Pictured-  reproduction  of  coloniil 


8-br  charxj«l^.  El»ctrie  lijhl  In 
ceniar.  Rail  c<n(jlit  in  branchM. 


DUILTS 

Exquisitely  Amish  hand-quilted. 
No  two  alike. 
Double,  S139.50  and  up. 
25C  for  catalog 
SUNSHINE  LANE 
Box  262E,  Millersburg,  Ohio  44654 
"In  the  heart  of  Amish  County" 


C.Horming  deilgnt  of  glowing  pin*  with  lux- 
urieui  ro-ifld  ponal  doori,  dittrnctlva  hingtt 
ori  hardwor..  fULLY  ASSEMBLED,  r«ady- 
lo-r-iiih,  (rem  $79.93.  (BIG  SAVINGS  on 
"cin.TibU  it-yournlf"  kitil) 

CAT AlOO  o>  5  Cotnar  Styt»i-on\y  35* 

mm: 


How  Scarce? 


by  Lester  Beitz 


Q.  Enclosed  rubbing  shows  front  of 
my  solid  brass  Abraham  Lincoln 
belt  buckle.  Back  of  buckle  con- 
tains the  following  inscription: 
"Official  Design  Approved  by  Mrs. 
A.  Lincoln. 

The  Official  Funeral  Plate  No. 


Issued    to    all     United  States 
Congressmen  Washington,  D.C. 
Made  from  Captured  Heavy  Con- 
federate Guns. 

Designed  by  William  R.  Leigh. 
Made  by  W.  H.  Horstman." 

Would  appreciate  any  informa- 
tion as  to  value  you  might  possible 
provide. 

M.  G.  Wyant 
Alexandria,  Virginia. 


A.  Dixie  Gun  Works,  Union  City, 
Tennessee,  offers  the  Lincoln  brass 
buckle  you  describe  at  $3.95  each. 
Their  ad  in  February  15,  1974 
issue  of  "Gun  Week"  states  that 
the  item  is  drastically  marked 
down  from  S 15. 

The  large  display  ad  lists  some 
forty-odd  different  "Tiffany  Styled" 
brass  belt  buckles  at  the  following 
special  quantity  discounts;  100  as- 
sorted 52.30  each;  300  assorted 
$1.90  each.  These  include  all  the 
various  Express  Company, 
Railroad,  Colt  Revolvers,  Confed- 
erate States.  Buffalo  Bill,  Texas 
Star  .  .  .  you  name  it,  they'll 
provide  it  in  "finest  quality  with 
great  detail." 

I'm  awful  sorry  but  there  just 
never  was  an  "official"  Lincoln 
belt  buckle.  In  fact,  there  is  an  ar- 
ticle about  these  fakes  in  this  very 
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NEW  ENGLAND 

ONIOfJ  BASKET 
•Hang  yjur 
onions  and  gjir- 
lic  in  our  N  L.VV 
ENGLAND 
ONION  BAS- 
KET 

They'll  keep 
better  and  add 
natural  charm 
to  your  kitction 
decor 

Someone  i^id  '  It  s  loo  nice  for  onions,  II 
ought  to  hold  a  plant''  That's  for  you  to 
decide 

Holds  a  full  twO  pounds  8x10x5 
Made   in   sturdy   pine   stained  Faded 
Blue.  Rhodo  Island  Bed  or  Driftwood 
$8.50  plus  1  00  shipping,  N.J.  residents 
please  add  5%  sales  tax 

Box  382,  OapL  EA6 
Montval*.  N.J.  07845 


"SPIRIT  OF  76" 
Patchvwfk  Pillow  Kit 
Part  of  Our  Bicentennial  Collection 
Red/Whita/'Blu9  aDpHqua  design 
ol  stars  end  strines  oo  nat,  nuslin. 
All  cre-cut  ptj.  backing  and  insti. 
.,.„..,.-,  nesded  to  mal<8  a  17"  square 
^U23aOJnsaE4t\  p,;low. 

.50  post.    Send  .25  lof  brochure 


S5.50  plus 
Vt.  rss.  add  3% 


at  other  kits  to 


05373 


vrDaili/iRaifiSC?^ 

ROOM     '  50«j 

^,x'Hm'K  cipsrr  654 
ivinus  1  so'J 

PARIOUX  RIGHTS  IScJ 
^SEnEE  ■  18M 
PICTDRE  BOX   1  15* 

IV/ASHIHG 

I JRONIMO 
SPIT7C0.V 


■   OLDE  TYME  SYNE 

BOX  6,  DEPT.  E  64  EATON  RAPIDS,  MICH.  46327 


SIR  PETER  LAURIE 
Copied  (rem  an  old  paint- 
ing on  gla35i.  Black  on  buff. 
Glas.^ed  frame  originally 
designed  tor  Codey  Prints. 
Black  with  gold  inner  and 
outer  lining'  JO. 50  ppd. 
M.O.  or  checks.  Add  N'.J. 
sales  tax.  Send  for  cata- 
logue. .         STAR  AND  EAGLE 

Box  22-:,  xMillburn,  N.J.  07041 


Add  Colonial  Charm  to  your  Walls 

Uniquely  crafted  oval  opening 
picture   frames.    Solid    pine  with 
mnllo  finish.  Glasn  and  Dron.-ed 
hanger.  All  prices  postpaid. 
Opening 

Site  Sing.  Dbl.  Trip 
3"x  4"  $2.95  $1.80  $6.75 
5"x7"    3.65  5.95  

COLONIAL  FRAME 

Washington  St.  .Norwell.  Mass.  020dl 


MOLLY  PITCHER  LAMP 
No  608  Molly  Pitcher  Lamp 
This  oil  lamp  Is 
'  high  X  7  "  wide.  Black  -  56.00 
Black  Decorated  -  JIO.OO 
Grafts  Mfg  Company 
72-EAL  MaiS.  Ave. 
Lunenburg.  Mass  01462 


nliou 

^i\tcd  hsjjrding  hous^  uuoocfi 
Mpn  9  .•■  y  16".  S:urd> 
thiLit  u,.>vxf  Rtjd)  luhjr.g  Ejch 
Mj:n  .hj-d  cr.J'lcd  jnd  dcepi) 
gf. loved  'or  ihji  -Qlde  T>me" 
r.i>%|jl:'.  looV  Jl  o:ir  cjrK  hen- 
i.ipt  Ti-u  ptrft!.!  %\h  for  I'lthen. 
dc,  re,-  room.  ori;i.e.  Hjnd- 
fcenrd  'i  3  tolurs 

Specify  Name.  $7.98 
PIfase  add  85!  poi'ige 
"Sorry  No  C  0  C  ;  " 


The  RailSplitter 


AN  ACitOSTIC. 

ever  did  in  my  life.  What 
is  it  that  smells  so? 
Nothing?  Don't  tell  me 
nothing!  It  never  smelled 
so  in  the  world.  Had  to 
carry  a  torch?  That's 
sweet  business  for  a  man 
who  pretends  to  be  the 
father  of  a  large  family. 
Next  thing  1  shall  expect 
to  hear  from  you  is,  that 
you've  been  splitting 
rails  for  general  circula- 
tion. I  know  nothing 
about  politics?  Don't  eh? 
If  I  have  to  neglect  my 
family  and  carry  stinking 
torches  for  the  benefit  of 
a  lazy  man  in  Illinois  who  is  trying  to  be  President. 

Want  to  sleep?  1  thought  you  were  a  Wide  Awake.  1  suppose 
you've  been  kept  awake  to-night  on  whiskey,  haven't  you?...  You're 
an  old  brute,  and  just  such  a  man  as  ought  to  vote  for  an  old  rail- 
splitter.  Vote  for  Douglas  if  1  let  you  alone?  Mr.  Douglas  don't  want 
such  votes.  He  will  be  elected  without  your  vote.  But  now  that 
you've  shown  signs  of  reason,  I'll  let 
you  go  to  sleep. 


■  "Who  nm  I  ?   Now  guK3  my  name  ; 
I've  worshipped  "  Sam,"  of  mystic  famp, 
Deepised  the  vulgar,  Irish  Pnddy, 
E'en  curst  the  vile  old  Eopc,  his  daddy. 

And  now,  "  dark  lantern,"  no  more  of  tou  ; 
With  jockey  cap  and' torch  of  firy  hue, 
And  cape  to  coyer  o'er, 
Itnow  ve  that  when  I'm  out  o'  nighti 
Each  man  should  lock  his  door. 

-  N.  H..  Aegus  &  Spectatoe.— Thia  is  the  ti- 
tle of  our  regular  paper,  and  which  we  should 
be  happy  to  aentl  to  ns  many  of  the  subscribers  o: 
the  Whip  §  Spvr  as  may  see'fit  to" order  it.  It  is 
one  of  the  oldeat  democratic  papers  in  the  State, 
is  twice  ns  large  a3  the  Whip  1^  Spur,  and  is 
mailed  to  subscribera  for  $1,26  per  ye-.ir  in  ad- 
vance. 

{)[7='  The  Indiana  papers  charge  thai  JES5K 
D.  BRIGHT  VOTED  THE  REPLIBLIC.A.N 


3Eteia3.iialsoon.cejs  ^ 
Sym"l=>ols  of  XS40. 


THE  MEANEST  THING  YET  A 
friend  has  sent  us  a  copy  of  a  cam- 
paign paper,  published  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  called  The  Rail  Splitter,'  in 
which  we  find  an  article  that  was 
original  in  our  paper,  but  which  the 
black  editor  has  paraphrased  and 
published  as  original  in  the  "Rail 
Splitter!"  The  article  was  entitled 
"Science  Applied  to  Politics."  and  it 
now  appears  in  the  "Rail  Splitter" 
with  the  title  unchanged. 

This  is  a  species  of  editorial 
theft  which  nobody  but  a  black 
republican  can  stoop  to.  The  man 
who  will  reject  another's  senti- 
ments and  then  steals  the  language 
he  clothes  them  in,  would  also  steal 
his  money,  and  then  throw  away  his 
purse.  If  "Honest  Old  Abe"  will  per- 
mit such  pilfering  in  his  home 
organ,  how  long  will  the  people's 
treasury  last  after  he  and  his  crew 
get  their  hands  on  it?  !^"r 


I'Tic  men  who  pinnned  the  prc*-cnf  f)la':k  re- 
publican system  of  electioneering  rcfust  hate  h.-uj 
the  nistory  of  the  ILinl  Cider  Campnipi  of  IS  10 
before  them  at  that  moment.  "Hard  Cider' 
was  then  the  rallj-iiig'  cry  of  the  oppo-.ition  ;  and 
the  leaders  hnfl  hut  to  pronounce  thc^c  maijii^ 
■words  to  call  a  score  of  enthtisia5tic  patriots  lo 
there^uc — ^just  aa  thrj-  are  seen  in  the  ilhi*"tia- 
tion  given  above.  It  wiis  a  strange  delusion — .i 
cheat  and  a  fraud,  ^mae^^^■hich  a  Bankrupt  Law, 
and  a]ra,o--t  a  XstioaM  Bank,  was  fa-stcdeU  u^>on 
the  people.  Whilo  revelling  in  the  drnnken  or- 
f^ies  of  the  campsign,  they  ■were  in  no  conditH'n 
to  realize  what  -wai  to  follinv.  But  whcu  tli-- 
j  Bankrupt  Law  beg:m  to  balance  their  books  tlu-v 
saw  the  hidden  tnysterlw  of 

THE  LOG  CABIX  TKAP. 


The  9cntfcles3  cry  hf  "  R-vti-s  I"  by  which  the 
black  republicans  are -now  fltrivingto  tJ^-ct  "lloa- 
est  Old  Abcj"       as  rfwhtmwJ  aa  was  (he  grear 

prove  as  SascToi^  pleag^raS^^ 
fedei-^l  tDbHoct*.      "  , 


The  Lincoln  Belt- 
Buckle  Bandit! 


If  you're  searching  for  that  special  antique  Lincoln  belt- 
buckle  to  secure  your  cashmere  Armani  pants,  keep  search- 
ing! 

Fraudulent  Lincoln  belt-buckles  have  been  surfacing 
lately  on  e-Bay,  the  internet  auction  service.  Regardless  of 
patination  -  regardless  of  the  "rubbed  appearance"  of  some- 
thing that  is  quite  old,  these  items  were  produced  in  the 
1960's  and  1970's  in  England.  They  were  crafted  by  an 
Englishman  named  John  Fairchild,  often  doing  business  as 
"Fairchild  and  Johnson,"  a  name  that  also  appears  on  some 
of  the  buckles.  These  "fantasy"  buckles  first  appeared  in  the 
U.S.  during  the  Civil  War  Centennial  in  1961.  Fairchild  pro- 
duced thousands  of  "historic"  belt-buckles  of  different 
designs  before  being  apprehended  in  the  late-70's.  Most  of 
Fairchild's  designs  were  taken  from  old  lithographs  or  maga- 
zine ads.  He  originally  marketed  the  belt-buckles  through 
American  antique  and  weapons  dealers  for  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars -  claiming  them  to  be  18th  or  19th  century  artifacts.  A 
central  aspect  of  his  fraud  was  a  book  he  wrote  to  legitimize 
each  fake.  Written  under  the  name  of  "Percy  Siebert,"  Tiffany 
&  Gaylord  Express  &  Exhibition  Belt  Plates  even  had  a  ficti- 
tious publishing  date  of  1950  -  before  his  creations  were  even 
forged!  Fairchild's  book  provided  a  discussion  of  the  history 
and  manufacturing  of  belt-buckles  in  the  United  States  from 
the  1840's  through  the  1880's.  The  majority  of  Fairchild's 
buckles  were  pictured  and  described  in  detail.  The  Lincoln 
buckles  were  not  included  as  they  were  immediately  consid- 
ered suspect  by  collectors. 

There  are  several  variations  to  the  Lincoln  mourning 
buckles  that  are  John  Fairchild's  original  fakes.  (Yes...  we  said 
"original  fakes."  His  buckles  have  been  copied  and  faked  by 
later  entrepreneurs...  there  is  now  a  second  generation  of  the 
fantasy  piece  being  traded!)  The  Lincoln  buckles  weigh  7  oz. 
and  measure  3  3/4  x  2  3/4"  and  are  minted  (impact  forged) 
from  brass.  All  known  specimens  have  the  same  motif  on  the 
front  -  Lincoln's  bust  enshrined  within  a  wreath,  surrounded 
by  cannons,  flags,  rifles  and  an  eagle.  To  achieve  the  aging 
appearance,  the  buckles  were  soaked  in  cow  urine. 

Bob  Braken,  Editor  of  Buckle  Buddies,  a  newsletter  for 
belt-buckle  collectors,  shared  with  us  how  John  Fairchild 
designed  the  Lincoln  buckle:  "The  designs  for  the  Lincoln 
mourning  belt-buckle  originated  from  a  U.S.  machine  and  gun 
shop  letterhead.  Fairchild  took  the  letterhead  and  super- 
imposed Lincoln's  bust  enshrined  within  a  wreath  in  the  mid- 
dle." The  early  Fairchild  buckles  (mid-1 960's)  include  the  leg- 
end on  the  reverse:  "Made  from  Captured  Confederate  Guns." 

Some  also  include  "The  Official  Funeral  Plate  No.  ."  The 

plate  number  was  always  left  blank.  Some  examples  included 
a  fictitious  manufacturer  such  as  House  of  Worth, 
Greenwood  and  Gray,  Bay  State  Jewelers,  and  Wells  Fargo  & 
CO.  Examples  manufactured  in  the  early  1970's  have  the 
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same  inscription  on  the  back  with  the  addition  of  "Tiffany  &  Co.  London 
England."  (The  Tiffany  Company  never  made  belt-buckles.)  To  this  day, 
Bob  Braken  still  receives  calls  from  "people  who  should  know  that  the 
Lincoln  Tiffany  buckles  are  fake."  Those  that  include  "Made  by  W.H. 
Horstmann"  are  also  Fairchild  originals.  W.  H.  Horstmann  of  Philadelphia 
was  one  of  the  country's  leading  military  manufacturers  in  1865. 

Other  specimens  included  "issued  to  all  Congressman  Washington 
D.C."  in  the  legend.  Obviously,  if  this  was  true,  there  would  be  a  traceable 
account  in  the  Congressional  Records  for  either  1865  or  1866.  During  the 
1860's  men  wore  suspenders  or  narrow  belts  -  nobody  wore  belts  wide 
enough  to  accommodate  this  Lincoln  buckle!  "Design  approved  by  Mrs. 
A.  Lincoln"  was  also  imprinted  on  the  later  Fairchild  fakes. 

The  "original  Fairchild  fakes"  trade  at  $25-50.  Workmanship  on  the 
Fairchild  fakes  was  so  good  that  despite  being  fantasy  creations,  the 
buckles  started  a  fad  in  belt  buckle  collecting.  The  "original  fakes"  were 
copied  themselves  through  three  generations  of  imitations.  Fairchild's 
buckles  are  distinguishable  from  the  later  copies  by  having  soldered-on 
backloop  and  wide  tabs,  instead  of  prongs  for  belt  holes.  The  copies  are 
cast  from  zinc  alloy  with  a  brass  plating,  and  have  a  cast-in  loop  holder 
or  a  riveted-on  combo  hook-and-loop  holder.  These  later  copies  are 
worth  only  a  nominal  amount. 

In  the  late  1970's,  U.S.  Customs  barred  John  Fairchild  from  entering 
the  United  States.  He  is  currently  living  in  Sweden.  One  of  his  companies, 
Deane  &  Adams,  is  still  being  run  by  family  members,  and  is  now  "rela- 
tively legitimate"  in  it's  operations,  ffc 


Order  Your  Catalogs  Today  •  Only  $36  for  a  Full  Year's  Subscription  of  Six  Catalogues 

Participate  in  Early  American's  Important  Upcoming  Mail  Bid  Auctions 
Nearly  1,000  Items  in  each  Catalog  of  Historic  Material  Including ... 
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